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Tsippi Fleischer
Cain and Abel

Grand-Chamber Opera In Five Scenes

Libretto: Yossefa Even-Shoshan
English translation: Abraham Leader

Equi-rhythmic translation: Huw Rhys James

Language: Hebrew (original)
Where: an ancient land

When: at the dawn of time

Cast:
Cain – dramatic baritone
Abel – lyric baritone
Cain's lamb – mezzo soprano
Abel's lamb – soprano

Instrumentation:
6 Recorders
Flute/Alto Flute
Oboe/EnglishHhorn
Clarinet/Bass Clarinet

Trombone

Percussion (1 player):
     Glockenspiel, Xylophone, Timpani. Maimba, 
     Chimes, Tambourine, Congas (normal, lower, lowest),

     Tom-Tom, Slapstick, Cymbal, Gong, Djambe

Harp
Harpsichord 
Lute

3 Violins
2 Violas
Violoncello
Double Bass



Comments:

1. Cain's name is indicated in the score Cain, both as the name of the hero in its translation to English and under the notes (phonetics).

2. There are some OSSIA lines in the vocal line of Abel in case his voice is a relatively high lyric baritone.

3. Each scene begins with bar no. 1. 
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Score in C (Concert pitch)
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Tsippi Fleischer

Overturetta (Pastoral Introduction)

SCENE 1

THE  SACRIFICIAL  FEAST

CAIN AND ABEL

          (2001)
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* Dynamics: fixed as written or gradually more    when faster.
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AND SOUTH WILL A GAI- N CRE A- TTTTE- MOR NING- DEW AND WEST WILL CON CEIVE- THE COLD AND GIVE BIRTH TO

109 114
110 111 112 113 115

AND

(f)

SOUTH WILL A GAI- N CRE A- TTTTE- MOR NING- DEW AND WEST WILL CON CEIVE- THE COLD AND GIVE BIRTH TO

AND

(f)

SOUTH WILL A GAI- N CRE A- TTTTE- MOR NING- DEW AND WEST WILL CON CEIVE- THE COLD AND GIVE BIRTH TO

AND

(f)

SOUTH WILL A GAI- N CRE A- TTTTE- MOR NING- DEW AND WEST WILL CON CEIVE- THE COLD AND GIVE BIRTH TO
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p

mp
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p
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2
4
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4

3
4

?
(f)

whisper

m

?

m

&

& C. Lamb

m

&

m

&

‹

∑ ∑

gliss after

last eighth

∑ ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑
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WA TER- THAT DE CENDS- FROM THE HEA VENS- DOWN TO THE EARTH DOWN TO THE EAR TH- AND THE EARTH SWEATS STEA M OF

leggiero

GRASS AND
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118 119 120 121
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122

WA TER- THAT DE CENDS- FROM THE HEA VENS- DOWN TO THE EARTH DOWN TO THE EAR TH- AND THE EARTH SWEATS STEA M OF

leggiero

GRASS AND

WA TER- THAT DE CENDS- FROM THE HEA VENS- DOWN TO THE EARTH DOWN TO THE EAR TH- AND THE EARTH SWEATS STEA M OF

leggiero

GRASS AND

WA TER- THAT DE CENDS- FROM THE HEA VENS- DOWN TO THE EARTH DOWN TO THE EAR TH- AND THE EARTH SWEATS STEA M OF

leggiero

GRASS AND

mf

mf (mf)
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p

mf
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p
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5
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4
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5
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4
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3
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?
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&

‹

∑

slower

gliss

∑

full of air

Trem.

the sense of musical continuity

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑
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HERBS AND TREES

mp

e=e
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HERBS AND TREES

mp

HERBS AND TREES

mp

HERBS AND TREES

mp

WHAT

f

CAU SES- NORTH TO STOP AT THE END WHY DOES IT CRE ATE- A BE GIN- NING- WHAT TRANS FORMS- A CURSE IN TO- BLES SING-

mf mf sub.
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WHAT

f

IS YOUR SAC RI- FICE-
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f
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f
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f
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(mf)

(mf) mp - mf ppp

(mf)

4
4

? ∑ ∑ ∑

Interlude

Solo Cl + Harp (accomp.)

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

q = 70 - 80

B Duet of the Brothers  (resembles a song)

? ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

decisive and innocent, stressed and suspicious

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

‹

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

attacking
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Solo Cl + Harp accomp.
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WHO

mf

IS ONE WHO IS ONE AND NO O THER- WHO HEARS MY VOICE LESS- CRY

q = 66 rit. sempre

137 139 140 141 142138

WHICH

(mf)

IS BE LOVED- AND MOST PRE CIOUS- AND DEAR WHO EN LIGH- TENS- MY MOON LESS- NIGHTS

mp

mp
p

ppp

mp

p ppp

5
4

? ∑

m

? ∑ ∑

m

∑

&

The melodic nature of this duet is

featured by quasi Oriental flavour 

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑

no rit.

∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

? ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

?

Ostinato Vla + Harp

(accompaniment)

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

B

? ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

? ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
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Vln. I

Vla. I
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Timp.

VOICE LESS- VOICE

p

LESS-
WHO

p

TAUGHT ME THE LAN GUAGE- OF CRE A- TION-

molto rit. A tempo q = 64

143 144 145 146 148 149 150

147

WHO

p

RE VEALED- TO ME THE SEC RETS- OF E TER- NI- TY- E TER- NI- TY WHO'S

mp

HEART BEATS

mp

mp
mf

p p

p

p

5
4

2
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

?

(falcetto)

mp

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

? ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

m

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑

misterioso

∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

? ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ∑

? ∑ ∑

Ostinato Vla + Harp

(accompaniment)

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

B ∑ ∑

? ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
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Ó Œ

œ œn œ œ

Œ
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YOU A LONE- MY LAMB ARE CLOSE TO ME
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YOU ARE ME AND I AM YOU
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Ritual in the nature of marsh
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Ritual

assertive + 'marsh funeral' + a quasi medieval dance; 'happily' led to slaughter
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COME CLOSE NOW AND LIE IN HIS BO SOM- TO NORTH AND EMB RACE- HIS HIPS WITH YOUR LIMBS LICK HIS EARS WITH YOUR WET TONGUE AND BLEAT AND BLEAT

h = 60

q = 120

248

249 250 251 252 253 254 255 256 257

COME CLOSE NOW AND LIE IN HIS BO SOM- TO NORTH AND EMB RACE- HIS HIPS WITH YOUR LIMBS LICK HIS EARS WITH YOUR WET TONGUE AND BLEAT AND BLEAT
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Lauta,  Cembalo,  Cbs
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[as it turns out inspite of bars of 6/4]
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OUT ALL MY SEC RETS- SING OUT WITH YOUR VOICE O BE LO- VED- LAMB TELL NORTH ALL THE THINGS THAT I FEAR TELL HIM THAT YOU ARE MY OF FE- RING-
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OUT

(f)

ALL MY SEC RETS- SING OUT WITH YOUR VOICE O BE LO- VED- LAMB TELL NORTH ALL THE THINGS THAT I FEAR TELL HIM THAT YOU ARE MY OF FE- RING-
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YOU

mp / mf

ARE ME BE SEACH- HIM THAT ALL SHALL NOT COME TO AN END

q = 76 - 84

270 272
273 274 275

YOU

mp / mf

ARE ME BE SEACH- HIM THAT ALL SHALL NOT COME TO AN END

I

f

WILL SING MY PRAISE WITH MY VOICE I WILL CRY

I
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WILL SING MY PRAISE WITH MY VOICE I WILL CRY
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Arietta of the two Lambs
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