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Isippi Fleischer
Cain and Abel

Grand-Chamber Opera In Five Scenes

Libretto: Yossefa Even-Shoshan
English translation: Abraham Leader

Language: Hebrew (original)
\Where: an ancient land
When: at the dawn of time

Cast:
Cain - dramatic baritone
Abel - lyric baritone
Cain's lamb - mezzo soprano
Abel's lamb - soprano

Instrumentation:
6 Recorders
Flute/Alto Flute
Oboe/EnglishHhorn
Clarinet/Bass Clarinet

Trombone

Percussion (1 player):
Glockenspiel, Xylophone, Timpani. Maimba,
Chimes, Tambourine, Congas (normal, lower, lowest),

Tom-Tom, Slapstick, Cymbal, Gong, Djambe

Harp
Harpsichord
Lute

3 Violins

/Z Violas
Violoncello
Double Bass



Comments:

I On transcription of the Hebrew pronunciation in the vocal line:
/ =asZin English (zoo or zebra)
H = a special kind of [ch] pronounced deep in the throat
(as Muhammad in Arabic
CH = as ch in German (Buch)|
« = for both kinds of glottal stop: the regular one
and the one pronounced deep in the throat
1S =as zin German (Fritz and Italian pizzicato)
§=as shin English (shoe)
The vowels are pronounced as Italian, Spanish and German (e.g. a as a in father, not as a in paper or man).
2. Cain's name is indicated in the score Cain, both as the name of the hero in its translation to English and under the notes (phonetics).
3. Inrelatively long vowels which conclude on a consonant, the consonant appears only at the very end of the metrical value, e.g. MA-KO____M for the Hebrew word meaning place.
4. There are some OSSIA lines in the vocal line of Abel in case his voice is a relatively high lyric baritone.
5. The libretto of Yossefa Even-Shoshan has been given current English translation in the score above the vocal line. The translator is Abraham Leader.

6. Each scene begins with bar no. 1.
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SCENE 1
THE SACRIFICIAL FEAST

Overturetta (Pastoral Introduction)

Score in C (Concert pitch)
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* Dynamics: fixed as written or gradually more f*when faster.
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of grass and

sweats steam
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what is concealed in its womb?

what will it bring?

and North?

herbs and trees
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A tempo
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some say

and dark

its secrets are veiled

is mysterious
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he will plant another kid in me who

who filled her nipples with milk, at the end of days

is my mother's womb

North
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and maybe North will cut off your nipples

will suck at North's breast through my nipples
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and take earth's breath away

J.=74

17

and stop the springs of the dew

and maybe North will dry up the waters

maybe North will castrate your womb
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the earth will be

mp

and when he breathes his last breath

and the fruit will crawl with worm

mp
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and without breath, the roots will rot
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of grass and
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which is beloved, and dear, and most precious
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who revealed to me the secrets of eternity
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Duet of the Lambs
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who held me in your bosom

Ao

sweet springwater to drink
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who gave me

to the secret posture
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to North?

that you sheared in the summer

who are clothed in my wool

on the night of the frost
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D] Song for Soloists (2) - shorter (+Ritual inserted and

you

Arietta of the two lambs - concluding)
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nightmares

only you share my

know all my secrets
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for North

a heartbeat at night

miss

together with me

and
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accel. sempre
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are close to me

my lamb,

and only you,

who is closest can be sincere sacrifice
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come close now and lie in his bosom and embrace his hips with your limbs lick his ears with your wet tongue and bleat out
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with my voice and bleat

I will sing

Arietta of the two Lambs

beseech him that all not come to an end for me

you are me
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Iwill ask of North

I will pray with the hope favour to find

I will pray with the hope favour to find

and apeal

39

*Timp. will enter in m. 39
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never come

that the end never come

1 will ask

to give us more time

288

and though I was sent there
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come

never

END OF SCENE 1

ATTACCA

INSTRUMENTAL

(STRINGS)
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