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Isippi Fleischer
Cain and Abel

Grand-Chamber Opera In Five Scenes

Libretto: Yossefa Even-Shoshan
English translation: Abraham Leader

Language: Hebrew (original)
\Where: an ancient land
When: at the dawn of time

Cast:
Cain - dramatic baritone
Abel - lyric baritone
Cain's lamb - mezzo soprano
Abel's lamb - soprano

Instrumentation:
6 Recorders
Flute/Alto Flute
Oboe/EnglishHhorn
Clarinet/Bass Clarinet

Trombone

Percussion (1 player):
Glockenspiel, Xylophone, Timpani. Maimba,
Chimes, Tambourine, Congas (normal, lower, lowest),

Tom-Tom, Slapstick, Cymbal, Gong, Djambe

Harp
Harpsichord
Lute

3 Violins

/Z Violas
Violoncello
Double Bass



Comments:

I On transcription of the Hebrew pronunciation in the vocal line:
/ =asZin English (zoo or zebra)
H = a special kind of [ch] pronounced deep in the throat
(as Muhammad in Arabic
CH = as ch in German (Buch)|
« = for both kinds of glottal stop: the regular one
and the one pronounced deep in the throat
1S =as zin German (Fritz and Italian pizzicato)
§=as shin English (shoe)
The vowels are pronounced as Italian, Spanish and German (e.g. a as a in father, not as a in paper or man).
2. Cain's name is indicated in the score Cain, both as the name of the hero in its translation to English and under the notes (phonetics).
3. Inrelatively long vowels which conclude on a consonant, the consonant appears only at the very end of the metrical value, e.g. MA-KO____M for the Hebrew word meaning place.
4. There are some OSSIA lines in the vocal line of Abel in case his voice is a relatively high lyric baritone.
5. The libretto of Yossefa Even-Shoshan has been given current English translation in the score above the vocal line. The translator is Abraham Leader.

6. Each scene begins with bar no. 1.



SCENE 4
THE MURDER
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Aria - Lament of Abel on his Lamb
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when the bird of day tucks in its wing, it awakens the bird of prey of the night

in the distance give birth to the blackness

will give birth to the darkness, a red line

of the sun
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and the death of my lamb gave birth to the nothingness

gives birth to day

the death of the night

gives birth to wakefulness

the sleep of the world's creations
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how will I distinguish between

to play at catching the evening shadows

field

the

calls you to come to

brother

your

K|Duet of Cain's Lamb and Abel
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he says that mourning blackens

when my shadow has lost it's body?

how can I play

the shadows and the depths of my longing
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gives

of a curl of skin

then only the memory

if loneliness is law

But

the heart
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From the composer: This duet turns into "Ariosi" from m. 74 on until its conclusion (the beginning of the Murder). The language of Sound and Harmony

was constructed due to known materials: Abel with his Lament in the previous section, assisted by strings and winds; Abel's lamb assisted by the Lauta
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awakens the beats of the heart

of tongue licking wet ear

only the echo

me strength to breathe
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He told me to say that

is his mourning

your flesh is his flesh your mourning

as your blood
is as one

you are

you are a
brother

Quasi Arietta of Cain's lamb

He told me

76

beats (of the heart)
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tongue

la la..

la

and when nursing

her hair is my hair

she is my sister

and I am also him

- heisme

I am him

e

121

[ 5 .1_
B ~y .P\\\
NS
ol s
ol S
ol s
0 a M ] 1
oS
{ 1HEE {1l o
L i £
2 £
' «
i = =
BN \ W
Y| = 2
L~ . A 2
N = " ™ £ V_.y 0 I _ g I
LN ﬁ:vxh% N :V/ IP/ \!r LN
L1 N
NS
NN I~
AN
-~
i i 3 TR TR [ e [T
] ] ]
TN HEINIECS
AT
N2 g
123
' &
ol < e
£
s &
Az I JJic TS S
L [AEEN [AEEN L L Ll H N
—J .
N & L
NN [W \\”MV \\\0 \\A—I[W V\\w \\\G
1 1 1 T 1
M F
N2
[ <
NLN
— pREl 1 ] [HEE L L
M = N N & R | I
~t \\\u
I M YR - Y S IR
] N = ] ] ] ]
iy =
ul <
s 10 1 1
}m oW W W R [ A oA B
—J w
N s
o<
1 5 1 1 ) 1 1
M E - BNR BN e R
el Hy
S S
x z iJw h TR TR R ) pmJ T8
AT - <8 LN I_Mp |w m_ iI.S W —&[TT| 3 ALy
' m ELN m A3 o
< NS m;
N NG NG N N N NP NI NG NG N NG n n
N N y
— . o - X . . . < — — — — — X X
28 g% 2 [ 5 3) g g = = o = g 8
=R is $ 8 g i g g =
N . ~ - > g >
= &)

mp - mf

IMI 8595 H



122

yours

and I am also you

he is me

he is you

he

you are

touhched tongue
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Terzett of Murder
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this is a mistake be silenced,

how dare you?

calm

be

digging me yet another pit of shame?

caressing one another

Cursed ones!
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For Alt Recorder and strings: the same pattern is kept until m. 221: the same pitches repeated in 2P (except for turning into £PP in m. 218) in united rhythmical series of eighth notes.

There are very clear thematic cues fortcoming entrances of singers (Trb for Cain, Cl for Abel, F1 for Cain's Lamb).
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Once again you have humiliated me1 24

I can try to explain

who asked

you are the one

traitor
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Concerning the English translation above:
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since the Terzett of Murder starts, all replicas of the three herores start with capital letters.



I did not

It was you who sent me

that you sent her

She sai

for all to see
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it is only jealousy Go, I divorce you forever He is enveloed in hate

No,

there is a trap here
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Abel, Flee!

He will forgive

Abel, protect yourself

Never come back you beast

(hate)
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and the offering

you stole the birthright

he is a brother Stranger I have no brother, you are a stranger, alienated, an enemy

No,

129

aul anl Primi anl
il o MmN 1) o A N A
al LT Primi T
N Bl o N 1) «o A N A ~
P anl T Primi aul
B VR W . i) oy A N (et
Pas Z Pas Pini an|
N z ot o N L) [ A N A 4
] 1 n
T R_ LT Primi anl
N 2 ot o N L) o A N AN
anll T Primi aul
“ B B o M 1) o\ A N A
[Panl Primi T .
5 3t o N 1) [\t AN N A P
T Primi T
5 ot O N L) [ Y N O “
N e =l sl HY Eal
anl Primi anl
g ot o N 1) [t A N A
P anll T Primi T
N < 3t o N L) [t AN N A ~
-4
T anl Primi T
™™ g ot o M 1) «o AN N A
Q
< M T Primi an
N < 1 b b 5t © N i) [t N N N ~
T = & L1 s
TN B [t M L) oy A N A
<
T N Panl T Primi anl
N < N o N L) (‘e A N [y
© Wia /T Win /T .
5 k) o MmN 1) [‘aq A N A A4
T Primi T
@ 5 -u\rf [t N L) o AN N AN <
LN N E=3 x| E =3 Exy By
Primi T Primi T
A I [t N i) ('t AN N A
L >~ H
Pl 8 LTl Pini anl
NS (et N i) oy AN N [y ~
' T Primi an
(1 g B ©w N i) [t N N N
Primi ~ T Primi anll
A z 1 1 1 1 o N L) (‘e A N ('Y ~4
pas . Pasi Pia |
N 2 (g . i) oy A N [y
v
[Panl Primi T
 Sa =] o N i) w{ ey N ey ~
T Primi T
5 o N L) [ A N A <
N Eed X ¥ HEY | By
Primi -9 LT Primi anl
MR o N L) (‘e A N LY
anl LT Primi anl
MmN o N 1) [Nt AN N A ~
E=3
Pimi T Primi anl
L I o N 1) o A N N
Piai ' Ll Piai i
L TS ' ' ' ' (et N L) [t [y N A o
/r H A
s «\ L M o\ NN N A
[Panl Primi T
5 o N 1) ('t AN N A ~
Primi . LT Primi T
LI [y N 1) o\ AN N AN <
il - N X3 Esy EES K=y Y
an — 4 Primi T
ni = 8 “w\ i e w A N [\aNy
E=33
T Primi T
o m B ﬁ o N 1) o\ A N A P
B Piai Lt Phisi i
5 L) r_J o N L) Y (Y N LY
1 ] ] L L LH L
5 T o MmN T o A N A ~
Es3
[Panll T Primi T
st N | N L) [ A N A B
Primi T Primi T
5 L i« N L) [ A N A <
L L L LI L IIMM N e 0 Eaa HEY | Bal e
aul anl Primi T
s e oy L i) oy A N A
[Panll T Primi T
5 N | N L) [ A N A ~4
[Pal [Panl Primi anl
ot N o N 1) [Nt AN N A
Y ] 1 ]
& Lt 1n rrl
N o ot | N L) [y AN N A Ppe
j5)
2 L H
LT Primi T
& b o N i) oy [y N | B
-4 | T Primi aul
< ot o N L) [ A N A <
N N == XX Exs | Eey
T T Primi aul
) o N L) A N A -t
[Panl [Panl Primi anl
~y ) [t N 1) AN N A
uwﬂf
1 1 1 1 T Primi anl
o N L) A N [y ~4
T Primi T
o N L) A N A B
- pEEU T Primi aul
AR, i) ch [y ol i) A o) N
L L] = L L L LI N e Eaa and Bal e
[Panl Primi T
o N 1) A N [y B
T Primi T
i« N L) A N A
- [Panl Primi T
f MR f f f i [t N 1) AN N A ~
T Primi T
B o MmN 1) A N A B
[Panl Primi anl
b [t N 1) AN N A “
N === == | ey
w
L Lo L U o L L 4
g L i L
| Primi T
il 5 | N i) | A N |
7] L H
LT Primi T
I ﬂ I Wil g | i o . 1) i Y N NaNy ~
. [Panl Primi T
Qu | N L) [Ny AN N A B
- .. LT Primi anl
{ ik oy 8L [ ¢ N i) | LAY N A “—
L L L L HMIII L N e ¥ Eas HEY ¥ e
[Panl Primi anl
Nam S =Ny N L) [y AN . (e
T Primi anl
| v | | ), EES mP | o N L) (‘e A N [y ~4
T Primi T
> [‘ant N L) (‘e N N N
—~ HT ~
L T Primi aul
N s “l . W L) W Lo W Y . W AN
= N B3N, & 3 A B o\ By
< < < < < w < w ~
NG NOs N N NG N ol
) —— 4
24 8 3 g = = = = = S e g
. . <
m M. o) Q “ & g = S ] > © mb
= s 5 2 - > 3
(8] Q

IMI 8595 H



130

and every breath you take,
causes my heart to miss a beat

unworthiness

your very existence is a sign of my

and time

and space

and honor, and lamb
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and the earth will be

reign on a throne in heaven

£0

IMI 8595 H

this is my earth

there is no place here for us both
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Your sufferingl 32

It is painfull

go already, leave your body!

g0, rise up to the heavens

my kingdom

Three assymetrical beats in slap stick (see below)
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is still whole

flesh

the

enough

Not

It tears the skin, it burns the flesh

my wound

heals
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your flesh

is

flesh

The

so that you can leave this body

I will break it open
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is it from the birthing place? Blood flows on the earth 136
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7 &5 ———— . . . .
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Dr. Bar. |¥—<—<¢—1— f — =) < 1 1 1 1
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; Beats beats him there
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Abel: "AH" mp —————pp mp - P ————— PP
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PPp (Congas changed once more)
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Cain
Dr. Bar.

Abel
Lyr. Bar.

Vin. I

Vin. II

Vin. III

Via. I

Vla. II

Cb.
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The scarlet intoxicates my thirst be not quenched until has left you all this scarlet this red! (screams)
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Cain
Dr. Bar.

Abel
Lyr. Bar.

Vin. I

Vin. II

Vin. III

Via. I

Vla. II

Cb.

What will you tell mother who will weep
at the blood

She betrayed me when she brought you
forth into the world

quasi rubato

And father, how will you look in his eyes?

He betrayed me when he carried you in his arms

e

y/a
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End (silence)

&

(dying) my brother, a stranger

kills stranger!

stranger

25%) p-mp

brother kills brother!

O heavens,

J=80
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