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Tsippi Fleischer {b. 1946) is considered the first internationally-established woman composer from the Middle

East; she has been marked for her contribution to contemporary music, and received many international awards
and residency scholarships. Her academic achievements also include Bachelor's degrees in music theory and
composition and in Oriental Studies, and Master's degrees in Music Education and in Semitic Linguistics; in 1995,
she was awarded a PhD in Musicology for her dissertation on Cherubini’s Medée. Her works have been performed
in over 40 cities around the world (inciuding major cultural capitals} by renowned soloists, ensembies, choirs and
orchestras, and preserved on over 20 commercial CDs.

Tsippi Fleischer's music brings together diverse stylistic and cuitural influences, including the languages and musical
styles of the Middle East {from ancient languages to modern Hebrew and Arabic}, and European traditions from
the Renaissance to the avant-garde and electronic music. Her oeuvre includes: seven symphonies; five operas; two
oratorios; the cantata «Like Two Branchesy, based on a poem by a 6th-century Arab poetess, which represents the
culmination of the compaser’s stylistic achievement; a large number of song cycles; multi-media works in ancient
Semitic languages; and more.

For several decades, Dr. Tsippi Fleischer lectured at the Department of Music, Levinsky College of Education, Tel
Aviv, and served as Special Projects and Forums Moderator there. She taught several generations of musicians who
are now making their mark on the Israeli and international music scene in composition, conducting, performance
and education. Since her retirement from regular teaching in 2005, alongside her intense activity as a composer,
she has been summarizing her impressive decades-ong period of music teaching and research into the history and
analysis of Hebrew song, including the two-volume treatise, «The Harmonization of Songs», and the large-scaie
monograph «Matti Caspi: The Magic and the Enigman.

More details, including a comprehensive work-ist, bibliography and discography, are available on the composer’s
website, http://www.tsippiHleischer.com.
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Erasure is a kind of extended Liedfor unaccompanied violin, in four alternating moods. Its main
intent is to depict four entities as they pass away from this world - yet retain a kind of blurred
existence. Even when we willingly erase a being or entity, it does not exactly disappear; there are
dlways faint traces, engraved memories.

The four moods are four segments, each divided in two: a source - and a development-through-
fading. In principle, this is a mirror image of conventional musical development - stripping away the
material until we are only left with the underlying kernel. The aesthetics and the pitch world in each
of the four segments is distinctive, created through a kind of hidden monothematicism.

Thus far on the internal trajectory of each movement. The work's overall feeling is that of
simultaneous descents in three parameters, flowing in a single continuity which encompasses the
entire work: a descent in pitch, from high to low; a large dynamic descent; and a gradual dulling of
the violin's timbre. This overall azimuth - a sharp slope, from the highest peak to the lowest abyss
-finds us suddenty, thrusting us into an allegorical-philosuphical insight on a gradually vanishing
world.

The work was born to me in August 2009 - out of the necessity of life, in response to a loss within
my own personal world. it was composed just a few months before the launch of the twentieth
CD dedicated to my works {December 5, 2009}, enabling the inclusion of the world-premiere
performance within this event.

Erasure (op. 69} was composed especially for the violinist Yael Barolsky.

Tsippi Fleischer, 2009
Translatior; Uri Golomb
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