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PHONETIC TRANSCRIPTION OF HEBREW

Hebrew letters Transcription
R -

X (after a consonant) » (glottal stop)
a b

a v

b} g

7 d

b h

? (in word-final position) -

1 (as a consonant)! v

i o

q u

T z

n h?

0 t

» (as a consonant)! b

v, i

5 k

2,1 ch (as in German Buch)
5 1
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ts (as z in German zehn)
k

r

N kK L VWY O W O
«

H
s
t

g 9 9 J

1y and » are pronounced as consonants if they precede or follow a vowel, e.g. 1 and 1
are pronounced as va, 1 is ya, i is yo, and 7_ is ay.
2 p 18 a voiceless pharyngeal consonant (as in the Arabic name Muhdmmad) . Ashkenazic Jews
usually pronounce it as c¢h in German Buch.

3 ¢ {5 a voilced pharyngeal consonant (pronounced with the pharynx half-closed by the
epiglottis). Ashkenazic Jews usually pronounce it just as X (glottal stop or nothing).

YD NN NY

PHONETIC TRANSCRIPTION OF ARABIC

Arabic consonant letters Transcription

i (i")’ <, % ! ’ (glottal stop)

e (qﬂ b

o (=) t

e (<) th (as th in English thick)

z (2) Jj (as § in Jack)

¢ (=) h (voiceless pharyngeal fricative
consonant)

¢ (%) ch (as ¢k in German Buch

—

and j in Spanish Jos¢)

(3
Q.

3 dh (as th 1in this)
) r (alveolar »r as in Italian)

») z (as 8 in rose)

&
—
U
~—
(7]

(as sh in ship)

%
——
&
<
e

() s (emphatic! s)
d (emphatic! d)

(emphatic! t)

v - & &
S
ot Q.

(emphatic! dh)

5

Junn
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e (== 2
¢ (% % 3
< (9)
(3)
()
e
r (=)
o (=)

& G

(o

' (.b,.‘.)

¢ (@ w)

Arabic vowel letters and

optional diacritical marks

(placed over and under the letters)

“ (over the letter)

, (under the letter)

? (over the letter)
J’
~ (over the letter)

~ (over the letter)

¢ (voiced pharyngeal consonant) 3

gh (as » in French mére without
~ wibration of the uvula)
f

~

(uvular k)

=

h

Yy

t or nothing

Transcription

a

3 (long a)
an

i

7 (long i)

in

v
u (lomg u)
un

symbolizes the length of the

consonant (e.g., 3 = dd)

Notes : ! Emphatic consonants are pronounced with retraction of the back

part of the tongue.
2

3

b is pronounced with the pharynx almost closed by the epiglottis.

¢ is pronounced with the pharynx half-closed by the epiglottis.

Junn
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®

TSIPPI FLEISCHER
ARABISCHE TEXTUREN

ART MUSIC SETTINGS OF ARABIC POETRY

Ballade vom erwarteten Tod in Kairo
Ballad of Expected Death in Cairo

Einem Madchen trumte,
es sel ein Schmetterling
A Girl Dreamed She Was a Butterfly

Wie zwei Zweige
Kantate Lie Two Branches
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Like Two Branches (1989) (1989) D293y 23w
Cantata (in Arabic) (5n2a9y3) NLLVYP
Text: Al-Khansa NDYN NINYNN DN
(by Arabian Peninsula, 6th Century) (6-1 NNMIN ,29Y KN *8N)

For chamber choir, two oboes, kanun, NP8 IND ,D221AN Y ,NPIMINRP NONPNId
cello, set of tar-drums with supplements.
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